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Talk @ Sileby, By Sileby people. For Sileby people
Welcome to the thirty-seventh edition of Talk at Sileby !
How interesting it is to see the front cover of Spring
2013 showing the flooded Mill Lane - it seems nothing
changes and yet again roads in and out of Sileby have
been closed nearly as many times as they are open !
The flooded roads cause great inconvenience to our
residents and visitors alike in time and extra costs , but
the authorities seem to do nothing to alleviate the
problems .Your views on this delicate subject would be
welcomed by the Editor .
Whilst on the subject of contentious matters , the Police
Commissioner wants to increase the Polices share of
your council tax to keep neighbourhood policing at its
present level, as reported in the Leicester Mercury .
How do Sileby folk react to this subject ,since we all see
police cars speeding through the village but is the sight
of a beat officer or a Pcso very rare ? Again your
comments would be most welcome .
One final more positive note : did you see Portillo's
Great Railway Journeys in late January when he alighted
from the train at Sileby station , (our thirty seconds of
fame) on his way to the Great Central Railway at
Rothley , Taylors Bell Foundry and the Carillon Bell
Tower at Loughborough ?

Next Issue will be Summer 2014. Copy and
advert deadline is 30th June 2014.
Copies of talk@Sileby
Copies of talk@Sileby can be obtained by post at a cost of 50p per issue which includes
p&p..
Please make cheques payable to: Sileby Village Newsletter
Back issues of talk@Sileby can be viewed on the internet at www.sileby-village.co.uk
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Contacts
Editor:

Dave Palmer, 60 Heathcote Drive, Sileby,
d.r.palmer@talk21.com

079 260 39644

Advertising:

Lionel Blower
landr25@btinternet.com

01509 816287

Printed by:

Norwood Press, Ellistown

01530 262020

If you would like to give your feedback, articles or letters these can be sent to the Editor

The advertising rates for Talk@Sileby are listed below
Quarter Page £30

Half Page £50

Full Page £80

Inside front/inside back cover £105.00
Back cover £135.00
These prices are per issue. 10% discount for booking and paying for three insertions in advance
Disclaimer: The views expr essed in this magazine ar e the views of the contr ibutor s and not necessar ily the views of Talk@Sileby.

Talk@Sileby
Magazine Co-Ordinator:
Editor:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Societies Co-Ordinator:
Auditor:

Ken Jones
Dave Palmer
Pat Haswell
Lionel Blower
Robert Butler
Richard Kinton

Your community magazine is delivered to every home and business in Sileby, that’s about 3800
addresses!
It is published 3 times a year: Spring around Easter time, in the summer and in November just
prior to the Christmas lights “Switch on”.
We have no political or commercial or religious allegiances and aim to be impartial and
independent. We are entirely self funding through advertising revenue. We are here solely to
promote Sileby, its businesses, residents, clubs, solcieties, associations, schools and churches.
All items and pictures are copyright Talk@Sileby unless otherwise stated.

Front Cover Picture: L. Blower (Sileby Photographic Society)
Floods made the news across the country this winter, Sileby got away lightly
compared to some areas, here we see a swan swimming over a field close to
Sileby Mill.
Spring 2014
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Inspirations Floristry
At Inspirations we pride ourselves on our
personal approach and fine attention to
detail and are happiest working on
creating unique floral displays for
customers. Fully trained florists create all
styles of floral work for every occasion:
*
*
*
*
*
*

Wedding flowers
Funeral Tributes
Hand tied bouquets
Traditional bouquets
Basket arrangements
Silk arrangements
Delivery available
2 High Street, Sileby LE12 7RX
01509 815505
inspirations.floristry@gmail.com

10% discount on orders £20 and over with
presentation of this advert

Nicky Morgan M.P

T

hank you to everyone who has been completing the Residents’
Survey I have been doing in Sileby with your County Councillor,
Richard Shepherd and your Borough Councillors, Ken Jones and
Andy Paling.

We are really grateful for the issues you have raised with us. Two
common problems appear to be parking and dog mess. We will be
following up on both issues with the local councils and police, as
appropriate. It is really helpful if you can give us specific locations where
the problems are occurring. And, in the case of poor parking, please try
to note down the vehicle registration numbers too.
I am looking forward to this year’s Sileby Gala on Saturday 21 June
which Gill Brown is organising with a number of other Sileby residents. I
know that holding this event was a long-held ambition of Gill’s late
husband, Roy, and I am sure he would be very proud to know that it is
happening. Let’s hope we have good weather for the occasion.
If you need to get hold of me please call 01509 262723 or e-mail
nicky.morgan.mp@parliament.uk
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Fun time at the Sileby Gala

F

ancy a trip down Memory Lane? A group of volunteers from the
village have got together to revive the tradition of the Sileby
Gala. Many residents of Sileby have fond memories of the
annual galas held each summer. Unfortunately this tradition was
lost for some time, but with the support of the community we can enjoy
this again and make many more happy memories which future
generations will be talking about for years to come.
On Saturday 21st June 2014, the Sileby Memorial Park will become the
heart of the community and the place for young and old to come
together to celebrate the village and its residents. With a fun packed
schedule of live music, demonstrations from local groups, children’s
fancy dress competition, home-made cakes, BBQ and refreshments,
who could resist!
Sileby has a very active sports and social scene for children of all ages
and in order to support our young people, proceeds raised from the
gala will be donated to groups and organisations within the village. So
please join us at the gala and show your support.
The committee are always looking for new recruits to help with the
preparations, however involved you wish to be. If you would like to get
involved please contact Jill Brown on 01509 816545 for further details.
To keep up with the gala news visit our blog at http://
silebygala.blogspot.co.uk

Spring 2014
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01509 815 739

Your local store…..
that offers you more!

•

Our butchers make sausages, beef burgers, haslet, faggots & pork pies in-store,
many of which have won Gold Awards.
• Meat can be freshly prepared to order.
• We traditionally home-roast ham, beef, pork & turkey in store.
• A large selection of freshly prepared fish available in store
• 3 for £10 offers available on our quality meat and fish.
• Coffee freshly ground to order.
• We have an in-store pharmacy open Monday – Saturday; prescription collection
service available. Pharmacy ‘phone 01509 817 360
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JAMES HENRY DAKIN -alias
”Churchill” (1879 – 1975) RECALLS A SILEBY
1891 TRAGEDY

M

y Grandfather James Henry Dakin
born in 1879 lived all of his life in Sileby and died
in 1975 aged 96. He was often called “Churchill”
by Sileby residents because as the picture of him
depicts on a Sunday lunchtime he walked up King
Street in his best 3 piece dark pin striped suit, his
gold retirement watch chain, walking stick, black
bowler hat & a big fat cigar – and revelled in the
fact that people called him “Churchill” His mind
was perfect right to his death and he frequented
the now closed Railway pub most evenings until a
week before he died (it was a “locals” pub in
those days) so I never had any doubt of the
authenticity of a Sileby tragedy he used to recount as follows in his old
Sileby lingo which has since died out :“The frosses ain’t sa keen as they used to be, they used to skate from
Leicester to Loughborough on the canal most years and one year three
Sileby men went through the ice and drowned and I went down the Mill
and saw their three caps floating on a hole in the ice” He said they
were going across to Rayne’s Island between Sileby & Cossington mill
to get wood for their fires and they came back loaded at the
downstream end of the island where the currents met making the ice
thinner.
I never thought I would see an authenticated account of this sad
occurrence however in December last year I came across a book
published recently in 2013 “A Grim Almanac of Leicestershire” by
Nicola Sly – to my amazement there was a full account of this incident
which was on January 17th 1891 when my grandfather was only 12. It
named the three Sileby men who died as Josiah Dakin aged 23,
Thomas Porter aged 18 & Edward Hull aged 17 however the account
from then is not the same as my grandfather’s. It says they went to
the Sileby Mill to go skating and came across Job Bailey spearing eels
in the river, they asked him about the thickness of the ice he replied
that it was safe enough at that particular spot but said he could not
vouch for its thickness further up or downstream. After Edward Hull
tested the ice by jumping on it, the three skated off towards
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Cossington Mill – this stacks up as this is in the direction of Rayne’s
Island. A fourth man Clifton Bunny was putting on his skates ready
to go in when he saw them go through the ice. There are then
further details of the tragedy which, with respect to any remaining
relatives, I have omitted. A relative of mine has told me she has
seen the grave of Josiah Dakin in the Cemetery and it mentions this
tragedy but I could not find it.
I do not suppose we shall ever know whose version is correct but I
do find it strange that someone was spearing eels in the river when
it was frozen over !!
Regarding the very very cold winters of which my grandfather spoke
at that time, there were very cold winters of 1960/61 & 1962/3 but
they never skated on the river then. However I am fairly sure what
caused those abnormally cold winters in the late 1890’s. My
grandfather was born in 1879 – in 1883 the volcano Krakatoa in
Indonesia erupted throwing up an ash cloud which hindered the
Sun’s rays for many years lowering the earth’s temperatures by up
to 2 degrees which is a lot in terms of climate change.
Phil Gilbert

9

Issue 37

The Banks Surgery Patient Participation
Group
DFINsORSTW – a seasonal hazard we are currently happy to be avoiding!
Teresa Warren correctly answered this, and 49 other similar questions to win a cash
prize in the Banks Surgery’s PPG Committee Winter Anagrams Quiz – congratulations,
Teresa!
The next quiz sheet about CHOCOLATE – it will be available in the Surgery until the
end of April – so get your thinking caps on, all you Chocoholics – the prize will be
…………………. !
So – what is the PPG?
Every single person who is a patient at the surgery is automatically a part of The Banks’ Patients’
Participation Group; a small committee runs the Group on behalf of the patients. This Committee consists
of Health Professionals from the surgery and Sileby residents who use the Banks Surgery.
What is it for? The PPG Committee exists to –

•

Provide a forum for patients and healthcare professionals to discuss topics of mutual interest.

•

Provide a channel of communication between patients and Practice staff.

•

Enable patients to make suggestions for healthcare improvements in the locality.

•

Influence local provision of health and social care.

•

Develop and promote self-help projects for patients.

Keep all patients of the Practice informed about the PPG Committee’s work.
The Banks PPG Committee has run several quizzes and other events, raising the money to provide the
television screen which is now installed in the waiting room. We organised a coffee morning to promote
COPD Awareness (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) – aids to help breathing were demonstrated
to visitors, and an expert was on hand to advise sufferers and their carers. There was similar event
featuring Allergy Awareness in early March. Autism Awareness will be featured next, on 17th May – watch
the village notice boards for further details. We would be pleased to hear from you about other conditions
you may be interested in.
We would welcome new members to the committee – you need no special skills, simply a desire to help
promote health awareness in Sileby, and to assist the work of the practise. If you would like to become
involved, please leave your contact details with the reception staff at the surgery, or email
to silebypatients@outlook.com and one of the committee members will be in touch. We look forward
to hearing from you.

Oh – the anagram - Snowdrifts!
Spring 2014
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Friends of St. Mary’s Church
Programme of Events, 2014
Annual Fashion Show:
The Fashion Show this year will be held on Friday, 11th April, in St.
Mary’s Church from 7.30pm.
Admission to the Show will be £5, to include refreshments. The Show
will enable new wardrobes (clothes of all shapes and sizes) to be
purchased ready for the Spring and Summer.
Annual General Meeting:
The Friends AGM will be taking place on Monday, 12th May in the St.
Mary’s Centre from 7.30pm.
We are aware that AGMs are not everyone’s ‘cup of tea’, but this is the
opportunity for members and prospective members from the community
to come along and have their say in what is happening within the
Friend’s group, and be part of the decision making process for our
ongoing activities, whether this be fund raising or fund spending.
Tower Tours:
The opportunity to climb the spiral staircase to the top of the tower will
be available again this year on Saturday, 7th June, from 10.00am to
2.00pm; obviously the Tours will be very weather dependant. A Tour of
approximately 20 minutes will cost £3 per person and an age limit of 12
years and over will apply. Refreshments and light lunches will be served
in Church whilst the Tours are in operation.
Concert:
Caroline Jones will be arranging a varied concert of songs for us to enjoy
on Saturday, 6th September, from 7.30pm in St. M ary’s Church.
Tickets will cost £5 with light refreshments being served during the
interval.
Coffee Morning and Table Top Sale:
Friends will be organising this event for Saturday, 20th September, in
the St. Mary’s Centre, Mountsorrel Lane, to run from 10.00am to 12.00
noon.
Murder Mystery Play:
The Tyrsby Players, based in Leicester, will be performing the play in
Sileby Community Centre on Saturday, 15th November. Refreshments
will be served throughout the evening.
The Friends of St. Mary’s look forward to welcoming as many people as
possible to some, if not all, of the events identified. For further details
about the Friend’s group visit our website at www.leicestershirevillages.com/sileby/friends-of-st-marys-church.html
Our aims, subscription rates, contact details and other useful information
are all contained in the website.
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Scouting in
Sileby.

T

he Scout group in Sileby is based
in the Brook Street HQ building
and has very active Beaver, Cub
and Scout sections.
Beavers is run by Alison and Jane on a Friday evening
6pm till 7.15pm.

Cubs meets on a Monday evening (6.15pm to
7.45pm) under the Leadership of Andrea and Katherine
Each of these sections would benefit from additional help/leaders so that we
can offer opportunities to more children to join in Scouting in Sileby.
Scouts meet on Friday evening between 7.30pm and 9pm. We have several
people who help out regularly at Scouts, however with our Scout Leader,
Colin, focusing more on his Group Scout Leader role, we have a vacancy for
a Scout Leader.
If you can help with any aspect of Scouting then please contact Colin.
Scouting is all about fun, challenges and adventure.
Scouts are the UK's biggest mixed youth organisation. We change lives by
offering 6 to 25-year-olds fun and challenging activities, unique experiences,
everyday adventure and the chance to help others so that we make a
positive impact in communities.
Scouting is spread across five sections: Beaver Scouts (age 6 - 8), Cub
Scouts (8 - 10 ½ ) , Scouts (10 ½ - 14), Explorer Scouts (14 - 18) and the
Scout Network (18 – 25). Each section has its own balanced programme of
activities, badges and awards.
Scouting helps children and young adults reach their full potential. Scouts
develop skills including teamwork, time management, leadership, initiative,
planning, communication, self-motivation, cultural awareness and
commitment. We help young people to get jobs, save lives and even change
the world.
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What do Scouts do?
Scouts (including Cubs and Beavers) in Sileby have taken part in
Treasure Hunts, Challenge Hikes, Activity Camps, Climbing, Archery,
Shooting and Abseiling. They have learnt about Touch Rugby, Zumba,
Healthy Eating, Electronics, Bike Maintenance and Astronomy – all of
this in the last 6 months or so.
Above all we have fun, make friends and challenge ourselves to do
activites we might not otherwise have tried.
What do volunteers do?
This everyday adventure is possible thanks to our adult volunteers, who
support Scouts in a wide range of roles from working directly with
young people, to helping manage a Group, to being a charity Trustee.
We help volunteers get the most out of their experiences at Scouts by
providing opportunities for adventure, training, fun and friendship.
Our award-winning training scheme for volunteers means that adults
get as much from Scouts as young people. Our approach focuses on
what you want to get out of volunteering with Scouts, while respecting
how much time you can offer. Over 90% of Scout volunteers say that
their skills and experiences have been useful in their work or personal
life.
Many Scout volunteers now help out
on a flexible basis so that their
volunteering fits in with family and
work commitments. Our volunteers
have a huge amount of fun too,
whilst helping the Scouts to develop.
Contact details for each group are
Group Scout leader: Colin on
thompson7nh@btinternet.com 01509
815617
Cubs leader: Andie on
andie.louis@btinternet.com 01509
812365
Beaver Leader: Alison on
alisonh_kyle@hotmail.com 01509
815097
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Rain won’t stop Sileby play

T

he build up to the 2014 season for Sileby Town Cricket Club has
started very much as it ended in 2013 – with lots of rain.

Huge thanks to all those who braved the elements on 1 November
to enjoy the 2013 fireworks display at the ground. Look out, in these
pages, Facebook, Twitter (@silebytown) and the club website
(silebytown.co.uk) for details of the 2014 display – we look forward to
seeing you there.
As for the 2013 display, the club has committed to raising funds for local
good causes and 2013 was no different. We were given details of SkyeLouise Wright, who is a little girl with spina bifida who was in need of a
new chair, which would enable her to sit up. The club contributed £250
towards the cost of the chair, with club stalwart Richard James presenting
a cheque to Skye-Louise’s family. If there are any good causes who need
our support, then please contact the club at admin@silebytowncc.org.uk
– we look forward to receiving your nominations.
The heavy rain over the latter part of 2013 and early 2014 brought the
ground staff at the club the usual headache of floodwater covering both
the main and second ground, which means that plenty of work needs to
be done during the NatWest Cricket Force weekend. Each year the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), in conjunction with one of their
sponsors, NatWest Bank, provide incentives for local cricket clubs to do
work on their ground – whether that be odd jobs or mass projects – to
get it ready for the season. One of the other aims is to help clubs engage
with their local community to attract new members, potential sponsors
and also the opportunity to benefit from offers that ECB has negotiated
with national suppliers.
The Cricket Force weekend has been a key date in the club calendar for a
number of years, with the club being selected by ECB as one of their
Focus Clubs for Cricket Force 2007. Over the years the club has benefited
from funds from building supply chain, Jewson – who add £350 in return
for the club placing £50 into a Jewson Privilege Account. We’ve also
received more local support from the staff of the Sileby NatWest branch,
Mark Swatland at Costcutter, Ye Olde Corner Shop, Heaps Hardware and
Sunrise Eggs, to name but a few.
One of the major projects for this winter is the upgrade of the scorebox
on the main ground. As the club needs to continue to keep itself moving
forwards, we’ve decided to change the scoreboard from a pulley and door
numbers system to a fully digital board. As you can imagine, such
upgrades do not come cheap – and the club is extremely grateful to the
Spring 2014
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Trustees of the Village Institute, who made the whole project possible by
providing a grant to cover the cost of the upgrade. The cost of the board is
also reduced, thanks to Durant Cricket Ltd, who provide reduced costs on
electronic boards to all NatWest Cricket Force registered clubs. The board
will be up and running from the beginning of the season.
We’re also extremely grateful to all of our sponsors and we’re happy to
welcome on board Sileby based company Qadex, who will be sponsoring
the First XI playing kit for the 2014 season, as they embark on the first
season in the Premier League of the newly formed Leicestershire and
Rutland Cricket League. Qadex are located at the Oak Business Centre on
Ratcliffe Road and provide software development and training to the food
manufacturing and services industry.
Like all voluntary organisations, we’re always on the lookout for sponsors
and advertisers to help keep the club moving forwards. We have a number
of options available, to suit all budgets. Please contact our coordinator, Gill
Loveridge, for details on 07966 979370 or glothy26@yahoo.com
One of the most crucial parts of the club is the junior section, which has
undergone a facelift during the offseason. A new committee has been
formed to oversee the running of the newly branded Sileby Town Academy,
with longstanding club member Mark Barber chairing that committee. Mark
said: “We’ve made the changes that we have for the greater benefit of the
club and to reflect the great success that we’ve had as a junior section in
the past. We have a proven track record of bringing young boys and girls
through from Kwik Cricket (Under 10s) through to First XI cricket.
“We’re fielding teams in the Leicestershire Youth Cricket League Under
10s, 11s, 13s, 15s and 17s competitions and we’re always on the lookout
for new members to join us, no matter what age or ability they are.” If
you’re interested in learning to play cricket or joining a highly successful
club then please contact Mark on 07443 229804.
The success of the Academy has had a knock-on effect into the senior
ranks with the club launching a Fourth XI into Division 11 of the newly
formed Leicestershire and Rutland Cricket League. The league, and is the
result of the merger of the three leagues within Leicestershire, which now
forms part of a pyramid structure – an ECB requirement for any league
that has a Premier League as the top league within the divisional structure.
The Fourth XI will be made up of members from the Ladies, Academy and
Senior sections with the aim of developing the Academy players on their
path to the First XI.
Full details of the clubs fixtures, for all of the teams fielded by the club, can
be found on the club website at silebytown.co.uk – we look forward to
welcoming you down to Mill Lane during, what we hope will be, a hot and
enjoyable summer.
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Local Hero— Gilbert Napthine

D

uring the fifties there were few employment
opportunities in Wangford – agriculture, or
fishing in nearby Southwold (Suffolk), so when
in 1954 the Youth Employment Service offered
15year old Gilbert Napthine an apprenticeship, he
jumped at the chance. A training, and (after paying his
digs) half-a-crown a week in his pocket - this was an
opportunity not to be missed – even though it meant
leaving
home.
British
United
Shoe
Machinery
Manufacturers in Leicester seemed far away.
Gilbert was a keen footballer – he had played
for his school in the East Anglian league and he was
soon goalie in the BU team, but as a result of a series of illnesses in his
late ‘teens his career as a player was brought to an abrupt end. At this
time he was transferred from the personnel department of the BU to the
research department. One day he was asked to show a new employee
around the factory - this chance meeting with Ken Pike was to have an
enormous influence on Gilbert’s future.
Hearing that this young man had a keen interest in football,
Ken invited him to a Referees’ Meeting at the Grand hotel – the speaker
was to be Billy Wright, (captain of Wolves and husband of Joy Beverley,
who was 1/3 of the Girl Band “Beverley Sisters” ) – the footballing pin-up
of his day – the David Beckham of the fifties. Forbidden to play football by
his doctor – maybe this was a new door opening for Gilbert - maybe he
could keep in touch with the game he loved by training as a referee?
In 1958 Gilbert began his career as a referee, officiating at
local club games. Success in referees’ exams, and favourable reports from
the clubs for which he had officiated soon saw Gilbert promoted to
refereeing at county level - by 1971 he had qualified as a Referee
Instructor, and in 1974 he refereed at his first Football League match –
Scunthorpe at home to Crewe. It had been a hard slog to get to this point
– he had attended many hours of instruction, meetings and weekend
courses. Fortunately he was now employed by British Gas, and able to
work flexi-time, which suited him as he was able to arrange his working
hours to accommodate his refereeing commitments. However, he still
managed to find time for the important things in life – meeting Leicester
lass Ina and making her his bride – “I married a referee” she told me!
Every step of his career is filled with memories – he particularly
recalls two international matches, both semi-finals of the European Cup,
the first in Austria in 1975. The second match was in Romania in 1982 –
this was a culture shock – armed guards at the airport, armed police on
the streets and women were building roads. Everything was grey, and few
people were smiling. The hosts provided the evening entertainment - a
great contrast – folk dancers in colourful national dress – smiling!
Back in 1958 before “health and safety” was invented (!) medical
facilities at sports’ grounds were limited - in the last ten minutes of one of
his first matches as referee (Wimbledon v. City Gas at Victoria Park, the
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score 3:1 ) a player was badly injured – he had broken a leg. No
stretcher was available but ever-resourceful the young ref. directed the
improvisation of a stretcher using two of the corner flags! The game
proceeded without the flags.
To his sadness, in 1987 age forced his retirement from League
matches – he still was perfectly fit, and able to cope with the incredible 10
- 12 miles running about required of a ref during a match - but rules are
rules – refs retire from league matches at 48. However, he had appeared
on all 92 Football League grounds, the first referee to have achieved this.
His final League match was Newcastle v Crystal Palace, where he was
presented with a salver commemorating his entry into the very exclusive
“92 Club”. This was but one of many awards Gilbert has received during
his association with First Class football – in 2008 he earned the Fifty-Year
award commemorating his fifty years of service to the game. In 2013 he
was presented with the FA Carlsberg Award for Outstanding Contribution
to Refereeing.
Though Gilbert is proud of all his awards the pinnacle for him
was to come in 2013; he had been asked, without explanation, to keep
October 7th free. To his astonishment, on the occasion of the F.A.’s 150
year anniversary he was presented with an award in recognition of his
Exceptional Service to Grass Roots Football – presented at Buckingham
Palace by none other than Prince William, the President of the Football
Association.
The football season has fitted most conveniently with
Gilbert’s other important interest – his garden, which provides enough
vegetables to supply his and Ina’s needs, and a surplus to share with
family and neighbours. I saw his collection of neatly-labelled packets of
seed, all saved from his own selections in the garden – tidy rows of
chitting seed potatoes, and a recently erected larger green house. Gilbert
and Ina are both first aiders – indeed, Gilbert was President of the Sileby
Branch of St. John’s Ambulance Service – sadly closed down this year
because of lack of volunteers. For twenty years Ina has been in the first
aid team at the Leicester City Football Ground, as well as attending
numerous other public events – she mentioned Monsters of Rock –
perhaps not her musical cup of tea?
Bowls seems a far cry from football, but Gilbert numbers this among his
summer occupations, and had been both Captain and President of the
Sileby Bowls club
Over the years Gilbert and Ina have derived much pleasure from
spending time with their three grandchildren; their youngest grandson
hopes for a career on the high seas, and had been delighted when his
grandparents arranged for him to be invited onto the bridge of the ferry en
route to a holiday in the Channel Islands. Later this year they are making
another of his dreams come true – Alexander has helped choose a cruise in
the Mediterranean – this ship a little bigger than a Channel ferry, carrying
2,500 holidaymakers!
Since becoming involved with this magazine I have had the
privilege of meeting some very special Sileby people – it is my pleasure to
record their lives for posterity here in Talk@Sileby, and, hopefully, to
inspire future generations to follow
their examples of serving their
community.
PH
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COSSINGTON OPEN GARDENS
Sunday and Monday 25th and 26th May – 11.00am – 5.00pm
We have organised our Open Gardens on a biannual basis since 2000.
We think this will be the best year as we have some extra attractions.
We are raising money for refurbishment and a community extension to All
Saints’ Church. The extension is for the use of the whole village and
surrounding areas.
We will have over 20 gardens open – all within easy walking distance of
one another. Ady Dayman of Derry’s Nurseries and East Midlands TV will
be available to answer any questions. He has been a member of the
Radio Leicester ‘Down to Earth’ for a number of years.
We have live jazz on the Sunday from the Hiss and Boo Band,
demonstration from Leicestershire’s Master Composters, a Hedgehog
hospital, an Art display in the vestry, and a large WW1 display in church.
Refreshments include tea, coffee, cobs and cakes, Pimm’s Tent, Beer
Tent, Hotdogs and Ice Cream.
Leicester Model Railway Club will be open with many different displays on
show and running. There will also be a display of Rolls Royce and
Bentley cars for the enthusiasts. There will be a picture quiz for children.
We will also have a raffle, tombola, stalls selling plants, cakes, bird boxes,
cards and bug hotels.
Admission is Adults £4.00 – children under 16yrs and car parking free.
Further information 07754892842 or Penny Weston-Webb@talktalk.net
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Send you letters to the editor. Please include your name and address
(not for publication if you wish).
Dear Sir,
I would like to say, how much I
enjoyed your article about Mary
Austin and her life. I have admired
her work for many years. Her
paintings in the Community Centre
add a lovely touch when I am at my
Zumba class.
I have never forgotten one I
particularly liked, a few years ago,
of a water pump, I think in
Seagrave.
I wish she would do us an
exhibition of her work, especially
her water colours. Such Talent.
C. Beesley
Sileby

and the Village Nurseryies.
If not enough volunteers can be
found the Library WILL CLOSE and
a mobile library (which only has a
limited number of books and only
visits every 6 weeks) would be put
into operation.
So please watch in the local press,
on Village notice boards and the
Sileby Village web-site for
information of when the
consultation will take place.
LETS KEEP SILEBY VILLAGE
LIBRARY OPEN.
From,
Mrs .C. Thompson
Sileby

Dear Sir,
Last night(6th March) I went to a
Sileby Parish Council meeting
specifically to hear about what
Leicestershire County Council want
to do about Sileby (and other
Village Libraries). Mr. Nigel
Thomas, who is the County Officer
for Libraries, was the speaker. He
was extremely enlightening in
telling us that the Library Service
MUST, by law, provide some kind of
service. However at the same time
said that £800,000 had to be saved
by losing staff at Village libraries by
2016. Therefore there will be a
Public Consultation sometime
between April and June 2014.
One idea is that the Library could
be Community Managed (run by
volunteers) with help from a larger
library(Loughborough). It must be
remembered that Sileby Library is
also used by people from
Cossington and Seagrave as well as
Sure Start(for younger children)

Dear Sir,
Recently we all reieved our annual
council tax demand and it is good
to see that the bill has risen by only
a small amount.
However, whilst our County and
Borough Council have managed not
to increase our bill for the 4t year
running, our Parish Council has
increased their share by 1.1%; this
follows a 0.2% rise in 2013 and
2.6% increase in 2012.
Villagers must just wonder why this
is since we see no noticeable
improvements around the village.
A number of new developments of
considerable size are being sold and
therefore more money being added
to Sileby’s pot, which begs the
question: how well is your money
being managed?
Hopefully a Parish Coucil
representative will explain the
reasons for these increases in the
next edition of this magazine.
Name and address supplied.
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Highgate Surgery P.P.G.(Patient
Participation Group
Highgate Surgery P.P.G. have just held their latest Special Coffee Morning.
This was a Diabetes Awareness Morning at which you could share with
Specialist Nurses and Highgate Surgery Nurses the different ways in which
Diabetes can be treated and how diet can help.
The previous Special Coffee Morning was held in December 2013 and
highlighted Dementia. There was also a Special Nurse giving a talk and
quiz, which was hilarious, on how to deal with Dementia.£68 was raised by
a raffle and sent to the Alzheimer's Society.
At the A.G.M. held in October 2013 an encouraging group of Highgate
Surgery's patients attended and were pleased to hear from Mrs Lakhani
and Dr Lakhani how well the Surgery was progressing.
Also in 2013 a Patient Survey was carried out in which members of the
P.P.G. helped to hand out questionnaires.
In January 2014 the Group congratulated Dr Lakhani on being selected to
be Chairman of the C.C.G (Clinical Commissioning Group) for N.W.
Leicester.
More congratulations were in order in February when P.P.G. Chairman,
Sheila and husband Terry, celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
The P.P.G., which has a full committee, is always looking for more
members with new ideas to promote the Surgery. If you are interested in
joining the Group please see Siobhan or Mrs Lakhani.

SILEBY TENNIS CLUB
Sileby Tennis Club have held their A.G.M. and the new
committee are looking forward to an exciting 2014.
The first Special Day is an OPEN DAY on Sunday 13th April 11.00am 2.00pm when all visitors will be invited to have a FREE game of tennis.
Juniors (over the age of 8 years) are specially invited to bring down their
parents. There will be SPECIAL OFFERS when new members join on the
Open Day. A coach from Inside Out Tennis will be at the courts to offer
advice on coaching courses to be held at the Club.
Club Tennis is available on Sunday Afternoons from 2.00pm and
Wednesday Evenings from 6.30pm. Non-members can also play at these
times for £5 a session each for up to four times a year. Members can play
from dawn to dusk 7 days a week, subject to obtaining a key to the
grounds and availability of courts.
Sunday 29th June is a Special National L.T.A. Open Afternoon when a
Strawberry Tea will be available at a cost of £3.00 each. (Booking
essential).
Any Village Group is welcome to an Evening of Tennis. (Booking by prior
arrangement).
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SILEBY PARISH COUNCIL
SKATEPARK - The extension to the skatepark will commence towards the
end of May and will last up to 10 weeks.
PLAY AREAS IN THE PARK - all surfaces are being replaced and work
should commence sometime in April (before the Easter Holidays, weather
permitting) and will take a couple of days. We have also purchased a new
piece of equipment, a ‘Bubble “stand-in” See Saw’. To improve facilities for
adults and to encourage exercise we are In the process of applying for a
grant from the Big Lottery Fund “Awards for All” to purchase some
Outdoor Fitness Equipment. Physical activity plays an important role in
improving health and the quality of life and well-being, so we hope this
equipment will motivate people to get fit
WAR MEMORIAL — restoration work is going to take place later in the year
and should last up to 2 weeks. We are in the process of applying for a
grant from both the War Memorials Trust and LCC towards this work.
COMMUNITY CENTRE The windows at the back of the Main Hall have been
replaced and in the near future we will be decorating the kitchen and
replacing the windows in the Primary Room.
BUS SHELTER - We have received 50% funding from Leicestershire County
Council towards the cost of a bus shelter and one has been sited at the
bus stop outside the Community Centre.
DOG FOULING - This is still a major problem in the village, especially on
the Memorial Park. The majority of dog owners are responsible and pick
up the poop, but there are some owners who think they should be exempt
from cleaning up after their dog. This is so inconsiderate when the mess is
left in a public park, where children play, and football Is played most
weekends. We are talking with other parish councils to see if we can work
together to find a solution to this perpetual problem.
SILEBY BROOK - An officer from the Environment Agency attended the
Council Meeting on 20 February to discuss ways of Improving the
appearance of the brook. She said that the Environment Agency could
support in helping to design the brook to improve visualisation but would
not be able to fund any works involved. One suggestion to improve the
biodiversity of the brook was to put in large boulders which in turn would
attract wildlife - something the Environment Agency could help design.
The Officer confirmed that engineers from the Environment Agency could
come to look at, and assess, the brook; she felt sure there could be some
low-cost solutions to improve the appearance of the brook.
COMMUNITY LIBRARIES - Mr Nigel Thomas, Head of Service Delivery
(LCC) attended the Council meeting on 6 March to brief members on the
future of the smaller libraries throughout Leicestershire. A summary of his
report Is as follows: On 5 March the County Council’s cabinet agreed a
formal period of consultation with local residents about the proposed
savings of £800,000 from the library Service as part of its budget plans.
The County wants to explore how libraries could be run in the future and
hear from communities about how the money might be saved from greater
community management of venues like Sileby library. The consultation will
start on 7 April and will last for three months. More information and
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feedback forms will be available in the local library, and also online. There
will be a consultation meeting at Sileby to explain more about the
background to the proposals. The meeting will also detail more about the
support that may be on offer for local communities who are interested in
running their library. The details of the meeting will be publicised at the
library, through the next edition of LEICESTERSHIRE MATTERS and
through the County Council’s website www,leics.gov,uk.future
DEFIBRILLATOR AWARENESS - Sileby Parish Council has purchased a
Defibrillator and it has been sited on the wall, outside the Parish Council
Office. Community Heartbeat Trust works with the ambulance service to
provide community awareness sessions. CHT community awareness
‘Heartbeat’ programme has been recognised as being ideal for a rural
community to create awareness of the issues surrounding treating a
patient in the community. It ¡s not a formal training course, but designed
to answer questions, give basic instruction, and create confidence. WE ARE
HOLDING AN ‘AWARENESS SESSION’ AT 7.30 PM ON THURSDAY, 8 MAY
IN THE MAIN HALL, AT THE COMMUNITV CENTRE. EVERYONE WELCOME
TO ATTEND.
BUS SERVICE TO LOUGHBOROUGH HOSPITAL We believe a No 5
(Kinchbus) will now go to the Hospital (bus timetables available from the
Urgent Care Centre). If any further information, relating to this service, is
required please contact Borough Councillor Mrs Pauline Ranson on 01509
416928
Rosemary Richardson, Clerk to Sileby Parish Council
clerk@sllebyparlshcounciLorg.uk Tel: 01509 813075

Leicestershire County Council
update
The County Council has frozen its Council Tax for 2014 – 2015. This has
been made possible by a Government grant of £2.4 million.
As previously announced, the Council has to reduce spending by £110
million by 2018. Examples of savings to achieve this include a move to
more community-led services, reduced grants to voluntary groups and
changes to highways maintenance, museums and libraries.
There will be £25million of extra spending, to meet demand and cost
pressures - mainly in adult social care (£21.3 million) and waste disposal
(£2.7 million).
There is also to be spending of £188 million on capital projects over the
next four years, including broadband and further Government-funded
investment in more school places. None of this will be funded by
borrowing.
Richard Shepherd, County Councillor, Telephone: 01509 413903
Email: richard.shepherd@leics.gov.uk
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SILEBY PARISH WALKS 2014
(27th Year)
Why not come and join us and enjoy exploring the local parish footpaths
and countryside? A chance to meet with new people and healthy
exercise. Everyone welcome.
All walks start at Sileby Community Centre at 7.00p.m. led by
John & Beverly Burton and Dave Thompson.
Tuesday
15th April

Barrow Road, River Soar, Mountsorrel Lock,
Mountsorrel Hills, Sileby Mill, 3 ½ miles

Tuesday
20th May

Cossington Road, Cossington Meadows,
River Soar, Sileby Mill, River Soar, Barrow Road,
4½ miles

Tuesday
17th June

Ratcliffe Road, Ratcliffe on the Wreake,
Rearsby Mill, Ratcliffe Barn, Ratcliffe College,
Ratcliffe Road,5½ miles

Tuesday
15th July

Sileby Mill, Farnham Bridge, Rothley Church
River Soar, Sileby Mill 4 ½ miles

Tuesday
Ratcliffe Road,
Ratcliffe College, Blackberry
19th August
Lane, Platts Lane,
Cossington Road 3½ miles
All persons taking part in these
walks must understand that they
do so at their own risk.
If you enjoy walking and would
like to walk more often, the
Loughborough & District CHA
Rambling Club has a weekly
programme of local walks and
occasional bus rambles. If you
would like more information
please ask John or Beverly for a
current programme of walks.
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s there a very special event coming
up in your calendar – not sure
where you are going to get a very
special posh frock to wear? You
need look no further than Sileby High
Street , where Soar Valley Brides can
provide the complete package, whether it
is a to be a day at the races or a very
beautiful wedding. Kate Moir has recently
taken over this successful business;
trained in both pattern cutting and as a
corsetiere, Kate had for ten years been
making evening and bridal dresses for
friends and family before she took over
the shop. She has worked with Louise
Brooks of Mountsorrel, designing and
making ladies special-occasion hats – and
can even turn her hand to making and
decorating a wedding cake – over forty of
them at the last count!
Though wedding dresses and
outfitting the bridal party is the core of
Kate’s business the shop also has a range
of ladies “Special occasion” dresses – an
Ascot outfit with matching hat and shoes
or a unique gown for a black-tie dinner –
no need to travel to London or even
Leicester – you can get it all here in
Sileby. There is a range of wedding
dresses and special occasion dresses
available from stock, and other styles,
colours or sizes available to order. No
need to be too frightened of the prices
either – though one can spend from a few
hundred pounds to well over four figures
for a wedding outfit, Soar Valley brides
has a an Outlet in Hartshill, near
Nuneaton, selling sale-priced and end-ofrange bargains from £200.
The centrepiece of the day, the
bridal gown – be it a princess gown in a
traditional style or slim, strapless and
figure hugging – these and all other styles
are available, including Impressions Magic
Fit - designed to enhance your natural
figure and reduce your waist
measurement by up to three inches!!
Getting the correct size can be a
worry, but Kate and Rachel have all the
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skills to ensure that your chosen dress will be an
impeccable fit, whether you are a perfect pocket-Venus or
rather more Rubenesque. Surprisingly, most wedding
dresses can be altered by up to two sizes up or down – and
of course all alterations are done at very reasonable prices
at the shop here in Sileby - no worries about your precious
dress being lost in transit before your special day!
Through connections with Quorn Formal Hire Soar
Valley Brides can ensure that the men in the wedding party
don’t let the side down! While the
ladies of the wedding party are in the
shop choosing and being measured for
their gowns the gentlemen of the
party might care to select (maybe
with a little help?) necklaces or
bracelets for the bridesmaids – or
maybe the groom would like to buy a blue garter for
his bride to wear?
Glamorous separates, long and short dresses to
tempt the mother of the bride – or maybe you will
order an elegant pants-suits; there are traditionalstyle dresses for the younger bridesmaids and elegant up-to-date long and
short dresses for their big sisters – some items off-the-peg, others
available to order in a rainbow of colours – and of course, Soar Valley
Brides will make any alterations necessary. Your ivory shoes, made in
Newbold Verdon, can be ordered from samples in the shop, or choose from
the Rainbow Club range, which can be dyed to match your outfit. For the
ladies who would like a Fascinator they can be made to your own design,
mounted on a headband or comb, using
feathers and pearls – diamante or crystals
– the choice is yours! For that most
important lady, the bride, filmy veils and a
sparkling range of tiaras and headbands
to complement the veil – and a range of
costume jewellery to complete her outfit.
Most bridal parties allow six
months or so to choose, order and alter
their outfits – some exclusive gowns can
take twenty weeks from ordering to
delivery – but if necessary Soar Valley
Brides can do a really quick service,
altering a garment from stock in a week
or two. Flexible payment plans can be
arranged – just talk it over with Kate or
Rachel
The shop has lists of recommended
hairstylists and make-up artists,
photographers and florists – just about
the whole package!
PH
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Cheer for local Dance School

Q

ueniborough Dance Company (Q.D.C.) was established 18 years
ago and started with approximately 26 pupils. Classes were run
from a number of local rooms/halls in and around the
Queniborough area. As time passed the school has progressed
and we now have over 200 pupils taking part in the different classes,
these include traditional dance such as ballet, tap and modern but also
include new classes such as Street Dance, cheerleading, disco , adult
fitness , adult tap, and professional training for students who wish to
dance to a further level.
All classes now run from 109 Broad Street, Syston, except a Boogie
Babes session at St. Gregory’s church hall, Sileby, on Friday afternoons
starting at 1.30pm.
For 18 years Janet Tarry, owner and head coach, has taught and
watched her babes go from strength to strength with a number of them
becoming qualified coaches and mums themselves.
QDC are always seen at Syston Carnival and have also showed their
skills at local school fetes helping to raise monies for good causes.
QDC have several nationally known Cheerleading teams known as the
Queni Dynamo’s. Last year again was a hugely successful year with a
win and an offer of an entry in the American championships.
Cheerleading teams range from the Tiny’s 3-5yrs who are the youngest,
(cutest), through all age groups including the Mums group who give it
as much as the kids (but for fun only).
Every year QDC hold an annual show which includes all the children
coming together to demonstrate to their
friends and families just how far they
have come.
The whole aim of QDC is for the pupils
to have fun as they learn new skills in
dance, while making new friends. QDC
cater for both boys and girls in all
disciplines, Street Dance on a Thursday
evening is particularly popular with the
boys following in the footsteps of the
Diversity stars.
If this sounds like something you would
like to have a go at then give us a call
on 0116 2602524 (please leave a
message if I don't answer - I may be
teaching but I will return your call).
Alternatively call 07801 101813, or
email missjanetqdc@hotmail.com.
Check our website for full session details
at www.q-d-c.co.uk.
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Heroes OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR REMEMBERED WITH HONOUR
ON SILEBY WAR MEMORIAL

PRIVATE WILLIAM HUBBARD
8018 1ST Bn
LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
DIED 21st FEBRAURY 1915 AGE 25
SON OF WILLIAM & FRANCES HUBBARD
OF 178 BARROW ROAD SILEBY

PRIVATE JOHN STAPLES
12029 8th Bn
LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
DIED 3rd FEBRUARY 1916 AGE 22
SON OF HERBERT & ELIZA STAPLES
OF 67 SWAN STREET SILEBY

SILEBY AT WAR
Over the last 5 years I have been working on a project to find the details of those
Sileby men & women who served in the World Wars.
Thanks to the Commonwealth War Graves Commision (www.cwgc.org) I’ve obtained
certificates for most of those listed on the Sileby war memorials. From the certificates,
this enabled me to find their first and in some cases their middle names along with
their Service, Regiment, Rank & Number etc.
With the aid of the 1901 & 1911 censuses, I have found where they lived leading up to
the war, the names of their parents and siblings and in some cases wives and children
as well.
I am nowhere near finishing but as it’s coming up to 100 years since WWI started, I’ve
decided to put the project on the web (see address at the bottom of the page) for you
to help me find people, add missing details or correct any mistakes (detectives
wanted!).
Hoping to also add WWII certificates and the list of Sileby folk in HM Forces mentioned
in Talk@Sileby No.36. Not forgetting those who came back injured physically or
mentally.
Thanks again to the Commonwealth site – without their work I would have struggled
to get the project going (try searching your surname e.g. there are 1199 Rose’s listed
on there!)
If you don’t do anything else PLEASE write names on any photos you have!
Geoff Rose, geoffreymrose@yahoo.co.uk
www.silebyfaces
www.leicestershirevillages.com/sileby/sileby-at-war
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The Free Trade Inn under the management of
Graham and Lisa is open at the following times:Monday
5.00pm to 11.00
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
11.30am to 2.30pm &
5pm to 11.00pm
Friday and Saturday
11.30am to Midnight
Sunday
Noon to 11.00pm
Lunches are available Tuesday-Friday
and Saturday and Sunday

from 12.00-2.00pm
from 12.00-3.00pm

Six Real Ales now served and All Premiership Rugby matches can be watched
in comfort. Party Buffets
can be arranged to suit all tastes.

Beer Festival 2nd – 4th May
12+ Beers and ciders available
Live music on Friday and Saturday nights

Main Meals From £4.95
Available Tuesday to Sunday Lunch

Beer Festival May 2nd—4th
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