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Talk @ Sileby, By Sileby people. For Sileby people
Welcome to the latest edition of the village
magazine.
The fact you are reading this is due to the
wonderful team of deliverers that volunteer
to bring this to your door. Before it gets to
that stage we have volunteers to produce
the layout as well as write all the articles
that are included. The cost of printing the
magazine is covered by the advertisers who
you can see placed throughout the pages;
we are very grateful to these companies for
agreeing to advertise with us and I hope
that you mention their Talk@Sileby advert
when you use their businesses.
One volunteer that we are missing is a
person who can arrange the advertising for
us; if you can spare a small amount of time
to contact businesses and work with them
for advertising we would love to hear from
you.
While on the subject of volunteers there is
another village organisation that needs
some extra help: the Scouts of Sileby are
looking for leaders to assist in the running of
the group. You can find more details on
page 21.

Next Issue will be Christmas 2014. Copy and
advert deadline is the end of October 2014.
Copies of talk@Sileby
Copies of talk@Sileby can be obtained by post at a cost of 50p per issue which includes
p&p..
Please make cheques payable to: Sileby Village Newsletter
Back issues of talk@Sileby can be viewed on the internet at www.sileby-village.co.uk
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Contacts
Editor:

Dave Palmer, 60 Heathcote Drive, Sileby,
d.r.palmer@talk21.com

07926039644

Advertising:

Lionel Blower
landr25@btinternet.com

01509 816287

Printed by:

Norwood Press, Ellistown

01530 262020

If you would like to give your feedback, articles or letters these can be sent to the Editor

The advertising rates for Talk@Sileby are listed below
Quarter Page £30

Half Page £50

Full Page £80

Inside front/inside back cover £105.00
Back cover £135.00
These prices are per issue. 10% discount for booking and paying for three insertions in advance
Disclaimer: The views expr essed in this magazine ar e the views of the contr ibutor s and not necessar ily the views of Talk@Sileby.

Talk@Sileby
Magazine Co-Ordinator:
Editor:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Societies Co-Ordinator:
Auditor:

Ken Jones
Dave Palmer
Pat Haswell
Lionel Blower
Robert Butler
Richard Kinton

Your community magazine is delivered to every home and business in Sileby, that’s about 3800
addresses!
It is published 3 times a year: Spring around Easter time, in the summer and in November just
prior to the Christmas lights “Switch on”.
We have no political or commercial or religious allegiances and aim to be impartial and
independent. We are entirely self funding through advertising revenue. We are here solely to
promote Sileby, its businesses, residents, clubs, solcieties, associations, schools and churches.
All items and pictures are copyright Talk@Sileby unless otherwise stated.

Front Cover Picture:
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CAMRA Pub of the year 2014
for N Northants, Leics & Rutland
The Free Trade Inn under the management of
Graham and Lisa is open at the following times:Monday
5.00pm to 11.00
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
11.30am to 2.30pm &
5pm to 11.00pm
Friday and Saturday
11.30am to Midnight
Sunday
Noon to 11.00pm
Lunches are available Tuesday-Friday
and Saturday and Sunday

from 12.00-2.00pm
from 12.00-3.00pm

Eight Real Ales now served and All Premiership Rugby matches can be watched
in comfort. Party Buffets
can be arranged to suit all tastes.

Beer Festival 5th – 7th September
12+ Beers and ciders available
Live music on Friday and Saturday nights

CAMRA pub of the year 2014
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VILLAGE LIFE IN SILEBY
Sunday - There are four churches in Sileby.
St Mary's, Methodist, Baptist, and St Gregory's Catholic.
They are all very friendly and all welcome families.
Sileby Tennis Club meet at 2pm at the four All Weather courts off
Springfield Road.
Monday - Sileby Cub Scouts meet at 7.15pm at their H.Q. in Brook
Street.
Ladies Circle meet at the Methodist Chapel in the afternoon.
Tuesday - Ladies Fellowship meet in the St Mary's Centre in
Mountsorrel Lane at 2.30pm.
Impact meet at 6.15pm at the St Mary's Centre (ages 11-14)
There might be an evening Parish Walk at 7pm ( see notice boards )
Wednesday - Sileby Tennis Club meet at 6.30pm.
Sileby Gardening Gnomes meet at 7.30pm at the Methodist Chapel in
King Street.(See notice boards for meetings).
Y meet at 7.00pm at the St Mary's Centre (ages 14 - 18)
Thursday - Squeals meet 9.15am at St Mary's Church (ages 0 - 3 )
Sileby Parish Council meeting in the Community Centre (see notice
board for more information)
Friday - Beavers meet at 6.15pm at their Brook Street H.Q.
Scouts meet at 7.30pm at their Brook Street H.Q.
Saturday - Highgate Surgery P.P.G. and The Banks Surgery P.P.G. hold
"Awareness Days" in the Community Centre. (see notice boards).
The Green Place on Cossington Road hold Special Days and are open for
everyone to browse in the shop and garden and have a cup of coffee.
There are also Rainbow, Brownies and Guide Groups, many Football
Clubs for adults and juniors, and Sileby Cricket Club meet down at
Mountsorrel Lane.
These are just a few of things that happen in Sileby but if you look on
the many notice boards around the Village centre you will find many
more activities to take part in. And of course, most importantly, the
Library is open on Monday afternoons, Wednesday mornings, Friday all
day and Saturday mornings, at the moment.
If you run an activity or social/sport club and would like to be included
in our pages then simply contact us and we will be delighted to feature
you.

Summer 2014
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Talk@Sileby, your Village Magazine
The Editor
Our editor, Dave Palmer, has lived in the
village since 1992 – we have to thank 3M in
Loughborough for bringing him to this area.
Over the years his job there has changed –
the magic of the internet now allows him to
work on the computer systems in any of the
dozens of countries where 3M products are sold – from his desk just
a bike ride away from Sileby.
Originally from Sheffield, he was in the first group of school
students to take the then new “O-level” exam. in Computing. Already
competent with computers, he sometimes found himself explaining
aspects of computing to the teachers! While still at school he passed
the City & Guilds examination in Amateur Radio – usually taken by
college students; he still holds an Amateur Radio Licence – but no
longer has the spare time for the world-wide communications which
he enjoyed in the past.
Dave told me that early in his career, while working on
financial software for local government, he was responsible for the
very first Council Tax bills in Hackney being sent out - twice!! As can
be imagined, the local papers made the most of this error !
Having settled into Sileby, looking at one of the notice boards
Dave saw a plea for people to help with the community magazine –
he volunteered to help with deliveries, but very soon the Co-ordinator
Roy Brown, (sadly no longer with us) had him helping on the
committee. Realising that this young man possessed the computer
skills needed to put the magazine together Roy soon promoted him
to Editor.
The editor’s role is not an easy one – for each issue it actually starts
with planning the publication date – usually just before Easter,
sometime during the summer, and just before the Christmas Lights
Switch-On. He works backwards from that date, eventually setting a
deadline for receipt of copy for inclusion in the forthcoming
magazine. He must allow time for compilation and proofreading and
for the magazines to be counted into bundles for each road, labelled
and taken to the deliverers who put the magazine through all 3,500
letterboxes – the whole committee helps with task. Still working
backwards, he must factor in getting the precious CD containing the
magazine to the printers, and time taken to print.
Having set an approximate publication date, and carved the
Deadline in stone, the committee must then consider the content –
which village business shall we feature – whom shall we profile – do
we have reports from the various village clubs, societies and sports

Summer 2014

8

clubs? Maybe the Chapels or the Church have something they would like
publishing? Does the Parish Council have a report for inclusion – are
there any events planned which should be advertised?
What about the schools – would they like to contribute an article?
Dave has two sons at local schools – they are involved in numerous
activities in and around the village, through school, scouts and learning
street dancing in Syston (Dad and mum’s taxi service is regularly in
use!) – this gives Dave a direct contact with village events concerning
the younger generation.
Most importantly, have we sold enough advertising to cover the
printing costs – new housing is being built, so print runs and
consequently costs are rising - and we have recently changed to having
the magazine printed in full colour. Advertising is the only income for
the magazine and we must all work hard to ensure we cover costs.
The committee divide up the tasks of reminding organisations to
send their reports, and approaching potential new advertisers –
convening monthly to report progress, and gradually the material
arrives in the Editors In-box or through his letter box. It is always
pleasing when an unsolicited article is submitted by a reader, or a Letter
to The Editor arrives.
The Editors biggest task is actually putting together all the
articles and advertisements in the correct order – if you look carefully at
any magazine you will see (for example issue 37 of Talk@Sileby) that
page 8 is not printed next to page 9 – pages 8 and 25 are next to each
other on the same sheet of paper – of course, modern publishing
software does take this into account, but the editor still has to plan
things carefully to fit it all together correctly – if an article is on two
pages we expect them to be on adjacent pages – advertisements for
featured businesses should, if possible, be next to the article –
advertisements and photographs spread throughout the pages to give it
a livelier, more interesting appearance . The cover picture must be
chosen – either appropriate to the season, or relevant to an article
inside the magazine.
…… and so, with a great deal of careful planning, and a big dose of
good luck, the magazine will pop through our letterboxes at about the
date chosen several months previously!
This seems an appropriate time to publicly acknowledge and
thank Matthew Hobson, who joined the committee for a year, taking
over responsibility for compiling the magazine. (Issues 33, 34 and 35)
He brought a fresh new look to the magazine, and his contribution was
thank
you,
Matthew.
much
appreciated
–
PH

9

Issue 37

Summer 2014

10

11

Issue 37

Happy 10th Birthday to Sileby Day Nursery!

7th June 2014

It may have been pouring with rain outside, but the smiley faces kept
things sunny and bright in Sileby day Nursery last Saturday, when the
Nursery celebrated it’s 10th year anniversary.
Many parents and children from the
past and present showed their
support and enthusiastically joined in
with the party the celebrations.
There were many activities indoors
for the children to participate in and
plenty of refreshments to go round
and keep everybody happy.
Children got busy with biscuit
decoration, puppet making and
artwork. Everyone was amazed at the
their unique ballon shapes formed by
‘Smudgy’
When the rain subsided children and
grown ups were thrilled to have a
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spin on the fairground tea cups and have a sing - song and
dance with Music- Go -Round.
Tamzin Hillas , who was one of
the first children to register with
the Nursery in 2004, shared in
her memories of when the
Nursery first opened, along with
her Mum, Simone.
Stella and Sasha Nicholls were
grateful for being invited and
said how excited they were to
come back !
Baptiste’s Mum, Marie-Helene
said ’…. We came back today
enthused by the fete so we just wanted to say well done and we hope to
come to the 20th !
Tracey brown, the Manager, along with all the staff worked extremely
hard to put the event together and it certainly paid off. Well done to all.
She said ‘ The Nursery has gone from strength to strength and I am
delighted to see that the parents and children - past and present—see
the nursery as a safe and homely environment which we have all set out
to create.
We have a wonderful team of staff,
many of whom have been with us for
most of the 10 years. Our parents
have always supported us and , as
seen from the large turn out, they
still do !
It’s always lovely to see children
who have left us wanting to come
back, see us and tell us of how they
are doing now. It’s hard to believe
we have been going for 10 years !’
The celebrations didn’t quite stop
there. During the week the children
cut a fabulous cake made by Abbie
Crossley, and had a rip-roaring
laugh as they, along with the staff,
took turns to hit a pinata ! Which,
when finally burst showered them all
with a different kind of rain - in the
form of toys and goodies !!
Well it looks like 3 cheers for Sileby
day Nursery are in order ! Hip Hip
Hooray !!!
13
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SILEBY PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
The 2013-14 Season closed in June and the members participate in a
series of interesting walks during July and August. The Society was
invited to participate in the Gala this year and prints were displayed from
10 of the current members. We were pleased with the interest shown
and hopefully it will have aroused interest to encourage some of the
visitors to attend our Monday evening meetings at the Community
Centre.
During the summer, the final touches are being done to the next DVD on
Sileby. The new DVD will be titled ‘Sileby – People and Places’ with the
theme being that if you are not in it you will know someone who is. You
can reserve a copy by contacting Lionel Blower on 816287 or by e-mail –
landr25@btinternet.com. If you missed out on the first DVD ‘Sileby –
Then and Now’, it will still be possible to obtain one provided there is
sufficient interest.
The new Season starts at the beginning of September
Sept 1
Royal Photographic Society Nature Images.
This is a digital presentation that is comprised of the best
images taken by the finest Nature Photographers in the
country during 2013. It promises to be a superb evening
to start off the Season.
Sept 8
An evening with one of our own members, Roy
Higginbottom, whose main interest is Nature photography
which should make for an interesting comparison with the
meeting on September 1st.
Sept 15 ‘Beautiful British Columbia’ – a digital presentation by Bill
Hall APAGB, AFIAP, ABPE, a guest speaker from Derby.
Sept 22 Competition with Nottingham Outlaws Photographic
Society. The judge for the evening will be Malcolm Cook of
Syston.
Sept 29 ‘It’s Your Turn – Have a go at the Judge’. Ian Pinn, who
has been a regular judge at the Society gives the
members an opportunity to criticise some of his work.
Oct 6 Oct 13 -

Oct 20-25
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‘Beyond Somewhere Else’ a lecture by guest speaker Peter
Yeo
FRPS, DPAGB, APAGB
Members’ 12-Shot Challenge Competition. The members
have had to photograph the same 12 subjects during the
year and are then given the opportunity to determine the
winner. The same entries will then be displayed at the
Annual Exhibition when the public will be asked to vote for
their choice.
Annual Exhibition. The Exhibition gives the members the
opportunity to have their work viewed by a wider audience.
Over 300 colour and monochrome prints will be displayed
together with a digital presentation ‘National Parks of Great
Britain’ and a further digital show of competition entries.
The judge will be David Gibbins ARPS, APAGB, AFIAP,
BPE3*.
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Taking care of the roads
“Why have they done that now?” and “Why haven’t they done that
yet?” are two of the questions councillors are asked about road
works.
A report was presented to the meeting of the Charnwood Highways
Forum on 27th May which set out to explain some of the mysteries of
highway engineering.
The report refers to three different sorts of treatment which are used
to manage the lifecycle of our roads or “carriageways” as they are
known to the engineers. The three are described as being comparable
to some of the maintenance, repairs and renewal work on a house.
The primary maintenance process is surface dressing, a
straightforward treatment whereby a layer of new bitumen cinder,
overlaid with stone chippings, is applied. It is regarded by engineers
as a cost-effective technique which minimises the need for repairs
and extends the lifespan of the surface, avoiding frequent and costly
renewal.
Filling potholes and surface patching fall into the category of ongoing
repairs to maintain serviceability. The work is high cost and the
treatments introduce their own inherent weakness.
Finally, full resurfacing amounts to a renewal of the asset. It is a
relatively expensive process which is usually employed once a surface
is in a condition that is beyond economic repair.
Council officers draw a parallel between the maintenance of highways
and the maintenance of the exterior woodwork on a house. Regular
painting represents “maintenance” and is akin to surface dressing.
They see cutting out rotten wood as representing “repair” and
replacement of window frames as being the “renewal” stage for
highways.
The above is based on a report which is mainly concerned with
surface dressing. An edited version of the last two paragraphs reads
as follows:
“Surface dressing is …an extremely cost-effective and vital process…it
is however important to recognise that surface dressing is not a cureall.”
The report points out that some roads are prone to a process of
structural failure, as a result of increasing traffic flows or vehicle size,
and continues: “Whilst surface dressing may help delay the process,
the appropriate treatment is to strengthen or manage the road, until
it is in a condition where a regime of surface dressing is again the
viable maintenance option”.
If you have any questions about road works or would like read the
report in full please let me know. My contact details are below.
Richard Shepherd, County Councillor
Telephone: 01509 413903
Email: richard.shepherd@leics.gov.uk
15
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SILEBY GALA 2014
The sun shone as the village turned out
for the Sileby village gala on the
memorial park.
Nicky Morgan MP opened the
proceeding and was also given the
unenviable task of
judging the children's fancy dress
competition from a wonderful array of

costumes.
Everyone then went on to enjoy all
the fun of the fair, visit the many and
varied stalls,
watch the dog show, listen to the
bands and the children's choir, eat
hot dogs and
ice cream, or simply sit on the grass
with a glass of
beer and have a good old
chin
wag.
A special word of thanks
must go to Gill Brown (Roy
would have been pleased)
for
all the effort she put into
organising the event, ably
assisted by the committee:
- Gill's
daughter Tracey, Ana
Perry, Rebecca Ford, Kellie
Chetwynd, Robert and Tina Butler
Paul Murphy Leanne Grabowski, Liz and Ken
Jones and Vi Hemstock.
Thanks must also go to Hillyer Transport for supplying the trailer, Heaps
Hardware
Store, the Free Trade Inn, the Conservative Club and the Sileby Town
Football club,
for their contribution and support.
Finally a sincere thank you to people of the village who turned up in their
hundreds to
make it a memorable day.
Summer 2014
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The committee decided monies raised
from this year's gala would go towards
the
funding of activities for the young of
the village.
This year's beneficiaries will be:Sileby Rainbows, Brownies & guides
group.
Sileby Beaver Cubs and Scouts Group
Sileby Juniors Football Club
Sileby Tennis Club Young Persons provision for Tennis
Sileby Toddlers Group (St Gregory's & St Mary's )
Sileby Boxing Club.
If there are youth organisations
in the village who would like to
be considered on
next year's list of recipients
contact Gill Brown, Tele
01509816545.
Ken Jones Chairman.
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In July 1952 Jim Hull became what he describes as ‘a
professional trainspotter’, working as a junior porter at
Sileby station. This is his story.
My railway interest started during the war years, looking at the
nameplates of ‘Bi’ 4-6-O’s, such as ‘Eland’ and ‘Blackbuck’ at
Peterborough East, on family visits to the village of Wimblington, near
March. The ‘Bis’ must have been new; but aged 11 I never looked for
numbers. In the same era, I saw brand new No. 536 ‘Trimbush’, and my
first ‘A3’, No. 61 ‘Pretty Folly’ in New England shed (Peterborough). I
was living at Sileby, on the Midland Main Line between Loughborough
and Leicester. I can remember a train trip from Leicester to Sileby on
the Derby C&W experimental three-car 1938 diesel railcar set.
In 1948 I passed the 11-plus exam and had to commute from Sileby to
Barrow-on-Soar, the next station north, which really set in the ‘spotting
rot’. This was before my ownership of Ian Allan ABC’s, let alone
Combined Volumes. But I did own the 1947 Locomotives of the LMS,
purchased at Sileby station for the princely sum of 2/6d (real money in
those days). It contained photographs of each class and 10 spotting
pages to enter your ‘cops’. The locomotive numbers were pre-printed
and there were three colunms headed ‘Shed No.’, ‘Seen at’ and ‘Date’.
So daily I was hauled, along with my cohorts, by engines such as Nos.
40120/41/56/68 or 42330/1/6, or anything else that 15C had available.
On alighting, we waited for an up express headed by Holbeck ‘Jubilees’
or even ‘Patriots’. On this train I copped a final LMS maroon ‘Jubilee’,
No. 5607 ‘Fiji and Holbeck’s’ ‘Patriots’ Nos. 5534 ‘E. Tootal Broaclhurst’,
5535 ‘Sir Herbert Walker KCB’ and 5538 ‘Giggleswick’. About this time I
also saw No. 34005 Barnstaple at Leicester (London Road) on a down
express during the 1948 Locomotive Exchanges. Also, by now I spread
my wings and started visiting Rugby by train. Rugby was busy, with so
many ‘namers’ it was sheer heaven. Thanks to my LMS book and its
detailed pages, I can tell you for certain that on May22 1948 I saw the
final streamlined ‘Princess Coronation’ No. 46243 ‘City of Lancasteç’,
albeit in filthy wartime black with some loose platework, but standing
briefly beside me before heading north.
In July 1952 I started work at Sileby station as a Professional
Trainspotter (Junior Porter), under a stern ex-Midiand Railway station
master, Mr Flint. The rest of the staff comprised a Chief Clerk, two
Booking Clerks, two Leading Porters, a Goods Porter, three Signalmen
and two Parcels Drivers. Then there was a permanent way gang resident
in the section. Almost 60 years later, it’s an unbelievable amount of
staff. The station platforms were on the embankment, with the booking
hall and offices far below them. My duties were mainly cleaning, banking
barrow-loads of parcels up to the platforms and carrying buckets of
drinking water about a mile north to the signalbox.
Every evening, our two Scammells returned loaded with parcels from the
area’s factories. There were seven shoe factories, a hosiery factory and
a wallpaper factory, all sending out mail orders. Each evening, during
weekdays, there would be three or four barrow loads heaved up and
Summer 2014
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down the platforms, with the Leading Porter hauling, myself and local
‘spotters all ‘banking’. It’s easy to see why we tolerated ‘spotters. During
this time I also took full advantage of privilege tickets and shed passes.
In 1954 I was ordered to Catterick to do my two years’ National Service
in the Royal Signals. I regret not using my time to head north to
Newcastle and the ‘spotting grounds of Scotland, but I was 18 and my
girlfriend was back home. If only I realised that girls were forever, but
steam wasn’t.
After 18 months in Germany, it was back to Sileby as a Leading Porter,
after passing my Single Line Working exam. Nothing had changed except
that I now did early (6am-2pm) and late (2pm-lOpm) shifts and I was in
the shafts of the barrows, rather than ‘banking’. The duties were now
more varied; selling and collecting tickets, meeting trains, tramping
miles in all weathers to change signal lamps, shunting two loose-coupled
daily trip trains (using a shunter’s pole), salting the stairs and slope on
icy days and snow clearing.
One of the shunts was at a local brickworks, picking up loaded open
wagons and dropping off empty ones. I either rode with the guard, or on
the footplate of the regular locomotives. Then it was a 1.5 miles march
back to the station with a ‘rifle’ (the shunting pole) on my right shoulder.
The Stationmaster was Ted Harrison who, as it turned out, was the last
Sileby station master. Dr Beeching sealed Sileby’s fate and I moved on.
By now I was married with two daughters. We emigrated in 1967 to New
South Wales, Australia, in time for the last six years of steam in the
state.
I’m still a locomotive spotter, even if it’s only diesel here now. I go to
Newcastle (NSW) every second week with my trusty SLR camera (if only
they were around 50 years ago). I take my photographs and write up my
sightings for two Australian railway magazines and chat with the
platform staff. I tell them about the ‘old days’, which they find hard to
believe, apart from some old stagers who lived a similar life. Here, the
platform staff see passenger trains away by holding up a white plastic
flag, book in passengers’ luggage and do some sweeping up. They aren’t
even allowed to collect tickets (too dangerous) so they have 600
Revenue Protection Officers,
built like Commandos, who
work in packs of four. Steam
specials are few and far
between as only six or seven
locomotives hold current boiler
certificates, although around
100 steam locomotives have
been saved in several
locations. However, with a
small population and lack of
funds, it’s left many lines
resembling a Barry scrapyard
down-under.
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Send you letters to the editor. Please include your name and address (not for
publication if you wish).
If the Police Commissioner were to
have more funding would we then
actually get to see any street
policing in Sileby? I think the only
time I've seen a police presence in
Sileby is when they raid houses
usually on Greedon Rise looking for
drugs. At no other time can I recall
seeing a police presence in the
Village be it PCSO or otherwise
The flooding - I seem to remember
when the A6 bypass was planned
that a flood relief system and better
access on Mountsorrel Lane to the
village was an integral part of the
plan. I'm not sure my information is
correct but even so why has
nothing been done to alleviate the
massive problems on this road?
If the vegetation were to be cut on
the Sileby side of the bridge near
Slash Lane this could help stop the
numerous accidents on this silly
bridge. This is usually the road
taken by anybody travelling from
Loughborough/Leicester to Sileby
including HGV's; the road is just
not suitable especially across a
narrow bridge where vision is
impaired by shrubs and other
vegetation which has not been
trimmed, to my knowledge in 5
years.
When is Sileby going to stop being
the poor relation? Our swimming
pool fund was used to provide
Mountsorrel with its Leisure Centre!
What has Sileby got? It’s got more
and more houses and fewer and
fewer facilities.
Summer 2014

Parking in parts of the Village is
also a nightmare; if I had to drive a
bus around Sileby's bus routes I
would be tearing my hair out. The
roads are narrow enough, in some
cases with unusually wide
footpaths, without the parking of
cars causing the drivers headaches.
The parking in King Street in the
evening is no better, with cars
parking to wait for their take away
meals on double yellow lines and on
the footpath - the car park is 50
metres away and is free at the
moment.
Nuff said.............. no not quite if
the Policing was to improve
perhaps there would be fewer cars
travelling through the village with
defective lights, it is now a
competition with my Grand children
to spot how many cars would fail an
MOT with defective lighting when I
take them out at night
Sorry to be a grump but as you can
see this has been building for many
moons
Sileby is a GREAT village to live in
with its habitants being its main
asset; it just needs dragging into
the 21st Century in some instances
Martin Brooksby,
Homefield Road
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Parish Coucil news
At the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 15 May Councillor Mrs Fiona
Hughes was re-elected as Chairman for 2014/15 and Councillor Mr Paul
Murphy was elected Deputy Chairman. Also, I am pleased to announce
that at the meeting Miss Emma Compson was co-opted on to the
Council; Emma has lived in the village for 10 years and is keen to
represent the local community and address local issues.
SKATEPARK EXTENSION Due to unforeseen circumstances,
beyond our control, the skatepark extension start date has been delayed,
but should now commence on 30 June and hopefully should be finished
within 8 weeks.
May I apologise to residents in advance for any
disruption this may cause and for any noise which you may experience
during this period.
WAR MEMORIAL W e have been successful in securing a grant
from both Leicestershire County Council (upto £2,000) and English
Heritage and Wolfson Foundation (upto £19,803) towards restoration and
cleaning of the War Memorial. The work is due to start in July and
should last approximately 2 weeks and the contractor is Midland Stone
Masonry Ltd.
COMMUNITY AWARD At the end
of the Annual Parish Meeting held on
10 April the Community Award was
presented to Sileby Boxing Academy.
The Chairman thanked Andy Cogar
for all the hard work and dedication
he and his team do for the young
people of Sileby and Sileby Boxing
Club’s name has been placed on the
Honours Board in the Community
Centre.
Mr Cogar thanked the
Council for this Award and expressed
how much it meant to the Boxing
Club to receive it. Well done!!
Rosemary Richardson, Clerk to Sileby Parish CouncilTel: 01509 813075
SILEBY PARISH COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
FOR YEAR ENDING 30 APRIL 2014
I was delighted to have been re-appointed Chairman last year and it has
been a privilege and a pleasure to have chaired the meetings of the
Parish Council for the past year and I wish to thank Mr Bernard Singleton
for his support as Deputy Chairman.
We have been successful this year in applying for grants - our application
for a grant towards the
Summer 2014
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extension and modernisation of the skatepark was successful. The
Inspired Facilities Grant from Sport England is for '50,000 and work is
due to commence towards the end of May; the contract has been
awarded to Freestyle. Our grateful thanks to Emma Compson, who was
instrumental in securing this funding.
We were also successful in our bid of funding, from Leicestershire County
Council, towards a Bus
Shelter and one has been erected at the bus stop outside the
Community Centre on the High Street.
We are currently applying for a grant from the War Memorials Trust and
Leicestershire County Council, towards cleaning and restoration works to
the War Memorial, so fingers crossed we will be fortunate to get funding.
In the Memorial Park we are having all play areas re-surfaced and we
have also applied for an 'Awards for All' grant towards Outdoor Fitness
Equipment. Hopefully, this will encourage the community to come
together to use all the facilities at the Memorial Park, bringing the
community together.
The Defibrillator we purchased has now been connected and we are
holding an 'Awareness Session' on 8 May here at the Community Centre
— this will give a basic idea of how the machine works even though it is
self-explanatory once it has been activated.
Due to extensive damage to the Mosaic on Martin's Walk, it was decided
to change it to a raised
flowerbed in keeping with the adjacent garden area. Our thanks go to
the Trustees of The Village
Institute who very kindly donated monies towards having this work
done, it is very much appreciated.
We have had the windows at the back of the Community replaced and
are in the process of getting
quotes to have the ones in the Primary Room replaced too. In the future
the kitchen will be decorated and new flooring put down.
The Remembrance Service was held on Sunday, 10 November at the
War Memorial in the Park. As last year, the pavilion was opened to serve
refreshments after the service for all who attended. A PA
system was hired this year and this helped make the occasion more
audible.
In December a lot of people turned out for the annual switching on of
the Christmas Lights. Two pupils, one from Redlands Schoo and one
from Highgate Primary School, helped me judge the stalls and switch the
lights on. The choir from Highgate School sang carols on Martin's Walk,
and a children's entertainer, Lisa Lolly, proved very popular with the
little ones! The guides once again arranged games in the Community
Centre and children really enjoyed taking part. We had new pea lights in
Martins Walk and we are looking into replacing the festoon which runs
along the High Street and King Street with the more modern icicle lights.
During the year I was invited to Highbury Residential Home on two
occasions to join in the celebrations of two residents who reached the
grand old age of 100 !
I attended, as did a lot of people, the Tower Festival in June. I climbed
to the top with Councillor Jones, something I was happy to do but will
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not be attempting again as it was quite an ordeal!
On 8 June I was invited to Sileby Juniors' Football Club Trophy
Presentation — well done to all those
concerned and also the committee who do such a good, well worthwhile
job in supporting and
encouraging the youth of Sileby.
At the Area Forum 'Cash for your Community' Decision Night — the
Boxing Academy/SJFC/Bowls Club and Redlands were all successful —
well done to all!
An invitation from the Oaks Business Centre to celebrate their 10
Anniversary was received and so I attended with Councillor Jean
Gratton. It is encouraging in this economic climate to see that the Centre
is doing well.
I was also invited to open the féte of Highgate Primary School and
attended a Charity Fete at Highbury Residential Home.
Visits to the Fire Station at Birstall, Police Headquarters at Enderby, and
The Reserve Forces and Cadets' Association were made with other
members of the council. We all found these visits most interesting and
informative.
On 15 September I attended the Mayor's Civic Service with Councillors
Mrs Machin and Mr Jones.
We have seen a few changes throughout the year with different PCSOs.
We said goodbye to Jade
Cameron who was replaced with Alice Forfar. Alice did not stay long, she
left in January this year to join the regular police and was replaced by
PCSO Charlotte White. At the moment we are without a Beacon Officer
as Miranda Gent took on other duties at Syston at the beginning of this
year.
The Parish Council's External Auditor once again provided an unqualified
audit report for last year,
reassuring the general public of our professional and financial
competence.
In closing my Annual Report I would like to place on record my thanks
and appreciation to all those
Parish Councillors who give so much of their time freely to undertake
their duties as Parish Councillors during the course of the year. I would
also like to take the opportunity to thank Councillor Dr William Wise, who
has recently left the council, for his input during the last six years; we
wish him and his family all the best for the future.
Thanks to Sports Ground Maintenance for all their hard work in keeping
the village looking so nice,
especially the Memorial Park.
I would like to extend thanks to the Clerk and staff of Sileby Parish
Council for their continuing efforts to provide top quality service and
facilities for the residents of the village. I would also like to thank the
Clerk and Deputy Clerk for their support during my time as Chairman.
Fiona Hughes, Chairman Sileby Parish Council

Summer 2014

24

Sileby Town Football
Club

The 2013/2014 season has
turned out to be one of the most
successful in the club’s history,
ending with a magnificent total of
4 Trophies.
The 1st team have won the
prestigious Loughborough Charity
Cup whilst the Reserves achieved
a unique treble of winning the
league, The County Cup and the
League Cup. A gig ‘well done’ to
the managers and the players,
also a very big ‘Thank You’ to our
wonderful supporters. Wherever
we play in the county Sileby Town
always have a core group of
supporters, whatever the weather
and wherever the match is held
(Sat Nav’s not always useful for
some grounds!)
Anyone wanting to play for the
club, or join in any other capacity
please contact Dave Hoyes
(Charlie) on 01509 813541 or
07796 303677.
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YESTERDAY/TODAY
PLEASE PUT THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARIES. SATURDAY 30TH AUGUST
& SUNDAY 31ST AUGUST 2014.
This is the weekend of Sileby’s history exhibition.
As the title yesterday today suggests, the exhibition will reflect the
changing face of Sileby over the years.
The venue is the community centre. Please come along and enjoy a
nostalgic look back at the village as it was.
As always there will be refreshments available throughout the weekend.
Keep a look out for further details nearer the time.
Finally … we are desperate for any photo’s memorabilia, articles etc
associated with Sileby. Please dig deep and pass them onto us!! We are
happy, if needs be, to copy and return originals.
We can be contacted on :- silebyhistory@aol.com or
peterbcampbell@yahoo.co.uk
ALTERNATIVELY, CALL US ON 01509 815294 OR 01509 814214
MANY THANKS IN ANTICIPATION OF YOUR SUPPORT
ERIC WHEELER & PETE CAMPBELL
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Inspirations Floristry
At Inspirations we pride ourselves on our
personal approach and fine attention to
detail and are happiest working on creating
unique floral displays for customers. Fully
trained florists create all styles of floral work
for every occasion:
*
*
*
*
*
*

Wedding flowers
Funeral Tributes
Hand tied bouquets
Traditional bouquets
Basket arrangements
Silk arrangements
Delivery available
2 High Street, Sileby LE12 7RX
01509 815505
inspirations.floristry@gmail.com

10% discount on orders £20 and over with
presentation of this advert
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Heroes
TWO Walter Breeds
FIRST WORLD WAR
Walter Breed born 1889 Mountsorrel. 1901 and 1911 census was living
on King St Sileby.
In 1914 he enlisted as No. 11910 in 1st/5th Bn Leicestershire Regiment.
On 21st March 1918 the Germans launched a major offensive:Artillery bombardment including gas into an area of 150 square miles
(BIGGEST BARRAGE
OF THE WAR over 1.1 million shells in 5 hours). By the end of the day
the British had
20,000 DEAD and 35,000
WOUNDED.
Walter Breed died this day
21st March 1918 (CWGC).
We have about 20 photos of
soldiers
from his family.
HE MAY BE ON THIS
For more info Google:
‘Operation Michael’ &
‘The British Fifth Army
March 1918 – A Moral
Collapse’
Could this Walter be
named in memory of the
FIRST Walter only one
year later?

SECOND WORLD WAR
Walter Sydney Breed born 1919 son of Arthur and Eva Breed, 10
Cossington Rd.
I have been told he was in the Royal Army Medical Corps.
L/CpL Breed was in the landings at “ANZIO” (google). For weeks shells
rained down on
front and rear positions. L/CpL Breed was severely wounded in the head
by a mortar-bomb
fragment which left him wheelchair bound for the rest of his life.
Walter Sydney Breed passed away in Stoke Mandeville Hospital 10th July
1967 aged 47.
Inquest held on 31/07/67 – the verdict was accident, cause of death due
to paralysis caused
by an old traumatic injury to the brain, war wound.
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
SOLDIERS WHO DIED IN THE GREAT WAR AS NAMED ON THE SILEBY
WAR MEMORIALS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER.
MEN WHO DIED 100 YEARS AGO
4 Sept
1914
1891
1901
1911
1914

PRIVATE WILLIAM HENRY MEADOWS
14508 2nd Bn. Grenadier Guards

Census born Seagrave 1891
(10 Years) Father – Charles Aloysious Meadows
(20 Years old) Blenheim Barracks Aldershot
Married Evelin Betts of Albion Road and Back Lane

4 SEPT
DDOWSON
1914

PRIVATE ARTHUR WI
3432 3RD Bn. Coldstream Guards

1881 Census born Sileby Age 1 High Street
1891 (11 Years) Father Reuben Widdowson Back lane
1901 (21 Years old) Chelsea Barracks
1903 Married Jessie Jane Ford (Born Portsmouth)
1911 (31 Years) Wife and 5 children living at Swan Street? Seagrave
(Shoe hand)
1918 Jesse was living at 34 Cossington Road
Arthur was awarded:- 1914 Star with Bar, 5th Aug – 22nd Nov 1914
British War Medal and Victory Medal
I knew his brother Horace, the father of Tony Widdowson (MY BEST
MAN!)
27 SEPT
1914
1891
1901
1903
1911
29

PRIVATE ALBERT FREER
8581 2ND Bn. Highland Light Infantry

Census born Sileby Age 4 Brook Street
Census age 14 Brook Street (next to Bellringers Arms)
29th May signed attestation to Highland Light Infantry
Age 25 Occupation Army Reserve Brook Street
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NOT FOUND ANY INFO ON THESE:
J Chawner, J Gamble, B Lawton, B Reeves, and G Shaw.
Help Please!
20 OCT
1914
Regiment)

LANCE CORPORAL AMOS GREGORY BETTS
11902 2nd Bn. Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby

1901 Census Amos Betts born Normanton age 7
1911 Census Amos living with parents Amos and Elizabeth Swan Street
(Shoe hand)
23 OCT
1914

LANCE SERGEANT LESLIE DENNIS
6265 2nd Bn. Kings Royal Rifle Corps

1901 Census born Castle Greasley age 12
1907 (9th Jan) Signed attestation to Kings Royal Rifles
1911 Census parents Arthur and Caroline living Cossington Road
St Marys Mag:- Sergeant Dennis died of heart disease France
1914 Star with bar, 5th Aug – 22nd Nov1914, British War medal and
Victory medal
19 NOV
1914
1901
1911
1911
1918

PRIVATE ERNEST HOLLINGS
7439 1st Bn. Leicestershire Regiment

Census born Wanlip age 14
Census parents George and Elizabeth Back Lane Sileby
Ernest age 25 with Leic Regt on vessel India
Parents George and Elizabeth living 18 Back lane

22 NOV
1914

PRIVATE JOHN EDWARD RIDDLE
44 15th (The Kings) Hussars

1891 Census born Sileby age 2 Cossington Road
1901 Census age 12 with parents George and Elizabeth Swan Street
1911 John E Riddle – vessel – Egypt, Sierra Leon, South Africa, Sudan
NOT on Park Memorial?
ALL ABOVE SHOULD HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE SAME MEDALS AS
LESLIE DENNIS
Thanks to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
19th Oct – 22 Nov 1914
The first of YPRES also called the first Battle of Flanders. The battle was
significant as it witnessed the destruction of the highly experienced and
trained British regular army having suffered enormous losses for it’s
small size “THE OLD CONTEMPIBLES” disappeared.
Google wikipedia:- The British Expeditionary Force.
Geoff Rose
Summer 2014

geoffreymrose@yahoo.co.uk

www.silebyfaces
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